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Our Purpose

To improve the Northern Ireland economy 

through business development.

Our Vision

We will champion the growth of innovation 

and exports to build a local economy that 

competes globally.

Our Focus is on ... 

Exports

Productivity (salaries + profits)

Innovation

Inward Investment

Business Startup



A Small Business Economy

• There are c126,000 businesses in NI, employing 
509,000 people.

• There are only 140 large firms in NI, accounting for  
24% of employees – UK = 40% 

• Key focus for Invest NI on high growth start ups and 
growing firms of scale.   



Customer Segmentation



Key Sectors and sub-sectors

Advanced Engineering 

Construction

Consumer Products

Material Handling

Aerospace

Dairy, Bakery, Fresh 
Produce & 
Convenience

Drinks & 

Horticulture

Proteins, Animal 
Feeds & Foodservice

Tourism

Business  Services

Financial & 
Professional 
Services

ICT

TV, Film &  Digital

Legal Services

Life Sciences
Global  Starts 

Scaling

Stage of  Development

Manufacturing Food &
Tourism

Life & Health 
Sciences

Technology
& Services

Growth 
& Scaling



FS technology investment 



Software development & technical support investment
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Legal services has been the fastest growing 
sector of the Northern Ireland economy



Over 12,000 employees in more than 40 
companies provide business services covering 
finance, supply chain, customer support, 
human resources and more



Over 80,000 employees directly employed in 
Northern Ireland manufacturing
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