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As part of the Department'sCarnlough Enhancement 
Strategy (endorsed by Lame Borough Council on 
25-11-91),and in accordance with the Division's 
commitment to the preparation of Design Guidance for 
tbe Conservation Area (Designated on 30.1.8 l), the 
Department has now prepared the following advice to 
help ensure that the unique characteristics of the village 
are protected and enhanced by new development, and 
thatall development complementsthe h t  ofthe existidg 
built environment. 

The following guidelines will be applied to all new 
buildings andk-the renovation and&furbishment of 
existing buildings within the ConservationArea They 
emphasii thehptanmofadheringto consistentlyhigh 
standardsofdesignwhichwill enhance the environment 
of the Area. The more onerous standards in terms of 
material quality and durability now to be applied are a 
recognition of the continuingneed for development to 
improve and enhance that environment ,and thereby 
assist in the ongoing regeneration of the Conservation 
Area. 

The characteristic building form ofthe village consists 
of two storey houses having plastered w d s  and dark 
slate roofs with chimneys in the gabIe ends. The 
dwellings are tightly packed behind the harbour 
overIooking narrow streets and their attraction is 
collective, deriving not so much from individual 
buildings, which do not always display my specid 
d- merit, but more h mtheircompactgrouping 
and their overall scale and proportion in relation to the 
smetpattern. Therearea numberofindividualbuildmgs 
and strucftJres ofspecial architechdmerit-the features 

giving special character to the village such as tbe harbour 
piers, the railwaybridges, formerTown HalI and the former 
quarry oace - all in local stone. The large house at 58 
High Street (between Herbert Street and Cmfi Road) has 
strong character. The LondondaryhHotel onHarbour 
Road is well proportioned and mful1y decorated. The 
Waterfall Baratthe endofHigh Slreetisawell proportioned, 
attractive building in good repair. McAuley's Bar at the 
riverbridge,p e n &avery interestingmixtureof Irishpub 
architecture at its best with traditionat painbd stonework at 
ground floor leveI, and "Art Nouveau" lettering and 
ornamentationelsewhereover the facade. 

CharacteristicBuildingform of the ~ l h g e  



Most ofthe buildings within the ConservationArea are 
domestic in scale and this should be respected by new 
development, including alterations and extensions. 
Elevationd treatment should marry with the existing 
emphasis which is mainly vertical, andwindow-to-wall 
proportionsshouldreflect eaditional proportions. 

New development (incl- alterations or extensions 
to exis€hgproperties)shouldcompIementexistingg& 
elwationd treatment and make a positive contribution 
to the ConsemtionArea as awhole. This is likely to be 
best achieved by the use of traditional (vernacular) 
building forms and materials, although well designed 
and sympathetic modem design may be acceptable in 
locations where it does not detract from nearby Listed 
Buildings or the overall characterof the locality. 

Attention to detail in both the overall design of new 
building (in terms ofd e ,  mass, proportion, etc.) and 
the successful integration of appropriate detail of 
materials and finishes (fenestration, door detail, roof 
detd, chimneys,gutters,paintingetc.)is essentid for a 
successfuldesign scheme. 

The following pages give advice on goad and poor 
elements of design and incorporates advice on new or 
replacement shop fronts and signage. 
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2 0  	 DESIGN C'QNSl.DERAIT0N.S 

Scale 

2.1.1 	 New development should seek to reflect the scale of 
existing buildings, if necessary by ensuring that the 
e l e v ~ ~ dmass of any new building is broken-up and 
modelled into units, similar in size to those of its 
neighborn, thereby reflecting the 8pchitestd rhytbm 
oftheparticular sect. Generrtllybuilding heightsshould 
respect the height of adjoiningbuildings. 

2.1.2 	 Extensions should take the form and character of the 
parent building and should not dominate or impair the 
appearance of that m. 
Proportion 

Qpically, the buildings in Camlough's Conservation 
uea are of simple Scottish-Georgianproportions, with 
,arrow frontages, a vertical emphasis and window 
1-gs diminishing in height on successive storeys. 
dost buildings are either 2 or 3 storeyshigh andgive a 
trong sense of rhythm and pattern along the street 
contages. The design of new buildings should 
tlcorpomte this vertical emphasis and the use of large 
llanksurfacesandhorizontalfeaturesshouldbeavoided. 

2.3.1 	 The existingbuilding line along the main slreets is an 
impamtvisual element in the ConservationArea. 

2.3.2 	 Where this continuity is dimupted and rebuilding is 
proposed, the traditional building h e  and linear street 
pamm should be maintained. 



2.4.1 	 Generally roofs should pitch away and upwards from 
the streetfrontageatanglesthat m similartoroof pitches 
in the area. Roof tiles areconsidered inappropriate and 
should not. be used. Man-made slate should also be 
avoidedsinceit isimportanttoretainthevisual character 
and quality of a building or group of buildings 6om a 
public viewpoint. It will be expect& that BangorBlue 
slates will be used in most building or repair work. 
Traditional parapet or masonry eaves should be used in 
preference todeep fasciasand hge+boards.Traditional 
'clipped' eaves are also appropriate, Ridge tiles are 
important and should be dark blue V section with 
decor'ationas appropriateto the type of building. Inan 
extensionwhichis visibleto the public, the provisionof 
apitched roof will perally be a requirement. 

2.5.1 	 Chimneystacksand potsshould be providedor retained 
even if non-functional,with any corbelled or mouIded 
detailretained Pots shouldbe terracotta (with gasvents 
ifrequired). 

2.6.1 	 The traditional eaves details indicate a minimum 
overhang sometimes adopting a brick corbel and 
avoidingthe useof wood fascia or soffit. Parapet gable 
walls arealsoatraditional fe8turewhich areappropriate 
tomudernrquhrnentsandcanprovideastrwgplwshg 
'frame' to a slated mf. 



Rstnwrter W r  and External Drdarge 

2.7.1 	 Rainwater goods should be cast-iron or aluminium, 
painted to match or complementthe background colour 
orbeneutral such asblack or deepbronze,and complete 
withmatchingfittingsandfixtures. Eaves guttersshould 
be of a type to suit the existing eaves design - ogee or 
moulded, if seated on corbel course; otherwise a half-
round or beaded deep-run profile can be supported on 
riseandfill brackets in matchingmaterials, Down-pip 
should be either square or round in section with swan 
necks to provide adequate clearance from projecting 
eaves and string courses. Foul drainage should be 
confined to the rear elevation if appropriate or 1 4 
inside the building; if the relevant Codes of Practice are 
observed complex and ugly patterns ofdrainage can be 
avoided and neat im&?lationswhich arenot detrimental 
to the appearance, and aiso function properIy, can be 
obtained 

Windows where possible within the ConsewationArea 
shouldbe sliding sash. Casementwindows will onlybe 
acceptable in the most exceptional circumstances and 
l d o n s .  It is ofprime importanceinretainingthe unity 
drhythmofthe scene thatthe sizeoftheopenings 
and the style and profile of the windows which 
predominate are replicated in new buildings or in 
extensions to buildmgs. On the occasion when wider 
windowsare essential,heavyvertical mullionswill help 
maintain the required vertical emphasis. Mouldings or 
other decorative plasterwork around openings should 
always be maintained. 



Window sills should be substantial in depth and 
constructed in eitherpreeast concrete or stone, and have 
a traditional profile especially in respect of the leading 
edge, and normaUy be painted as featum. 

2.9 

2.9.1 

Materids 

The useof matchingwall finishesandroofingmaterials 
are vitaI factors asthese impart toa building its overall 
colour as seen h m a distance, and the texhrres of its 
external d a c e s  close at hand. The materids chosen 
should therefore relate in character to those already in 
useinthevicinityand finishestoextensionsshouldmatch 
the parent building. 

2.9.2 Existing buddings in the village generally have plaster 
wall finishes including smooth d a r  cement Lined to 
imitate stonework,smooth-paintedcement and sea shore 
pebble dasb. Stonework (limestone and basalt) in we to 
a lesserdegree throughoutthe village,makes apleasant 
andacceptable form of walling material. 

2.9.3 Quoinstonesandotherdecorativemouldings,especially 
inrelationtoopeningsurrounds,are an importantfeature 
and sbuld beusedinnew buildings,where appropriate. 

2.8.3 Dormer windows should normally be located on rear 
elevations aad should be of traditional design, to help 
them integrate into the overall building design. Their 
spacing should reflect the window pattern on lower 
floors. Continuous or flat-roofed dormers will not be 

2.9.4 In alterations, all traditional decorativefe4t-S wh&er 
they be formed in stone, plastemork, brick or timber 
should be retained or replaced where necessary. 

acceptable. Roof lights should respect the street scene, 
be well spaced and not over large. They also should be 
located on rearelevations and be of traditional design. 

2.8.4 Where properties are to be altered, the existing 
fenestration should be retained and any window 
embellishmentsshould be repaired or reinstated. 



Dowr and Door OBenings 

2.10.1 	 Mkreappropriate, paintedCimber, haditidlypanefled 
or vertically boarded doorsshouldbewed, especially in 
front elevations. Mouldings around openings add 
c b m mand refinmeat-

2.10.2 	 If  no fanlight exists, plain glass panels may be 
substitutedforgolidones inupper partsofpamUeddoors, 
butnothalf-round integral fanlights,see 2.10.4. M&m 
bubbled, frostedor ooloured glazing isnot appropriate 
for door sihlights. 

Dam accaides such as knockem, le#erboxes, locks 
and handles should be made of brass, brwze or cast-
h n  and be of period desiga Where doors m being 
replacedexisting ironmongeryshouldbemused Where 
pqmties have been convetted to flats, it is impmtant 
to limit the amount of door mwsorics to the absolute 
minimum. Intercom systems, now cormnwly used in 
multi-occupmcy PrOpertia, requirecareful attention as 
todesign andsiting in order to integrate successfuIly. 

2.10.4 	 Replacement of traditional wide doors with m w e r ,  
modern doors and side-lights is inappropriate, as are 
hwith integral fanlights. 

Tradi t io~ldoor design 
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Free-standingwallsaroundbuildingsshouldbe finished 
in amaterial compati'ble with the buildingstowhich they 
relate. Wbere fencingmud new or existing buildings 
is required, cast-iron or steel railings with a simple 
verticd emphasis should be used. Concrete post and 
rail k i n g  orhmbntalboardingwill notbeaaqt&Ie, 
andnew fencingwork mustcomplementdnot &tract 
from .the simple yet high standard of craftsmanship 
exhibited in existingwork. Traditional compact hedges 
malre a sturdy form of bmdary and are particularly 
suitable. 

2.1 1.5 Burglar and fire alarms shouid be discreetly sited and 
colouredtoharmonise with buildingsasfaraspractical. 
They should not be an advertising medium for the 
supplier. 

2.11.2 Domestic gmges and outbuilding will be -1e 
within the Conservation Area w h m  they relate to 
existing buildings in a way which achieve8 a unified 
grouping. Design should be carefully considered in 
order to reduce massing and visual impact and to 
minimisethe effbtof hoktality. 

2.11.3 Fire escapeswhere required, must be ccmiabedwithin 
the existing building envelope and within a 
s p p a t h t i d l y  designed extension or be a positively 
designed new element that can be seen to contribute to 
the quality of the area. 

2.11.4 Satellitedisbe.s will normallyonly be permittedon rear 
elevations and in circumstances where they m not 
generally obtrusive. Communal systems should be 
installed where possible. 

Freeslanding wall,^ should be compatiblewith the building 
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L12 CrlPrr 3.3 Shopfronts should strive to reflect their setting md 
immediate environment, with the traditional shopfront 

2.12.1 	 Planningpermissionforexternalp h h grraddemafion beingthe most appropriate. Wherea t r a d i t i d  fiontag 
is not normally required but the use of colour is an remainsany refurbishment work oralterationshould be 
important consideration in building elevations and designedtoretain the character of theoriginaL 
atreetscapes. Painting schemes should therefore be 
harmonious and add to the environment rather than 3.4 All too often a shophat and its fascia is given 
detract from a d  k injurious totbe sbeetscape. dominance visually divorcing it h m  the mmder of 

the building, thus degrading the totality of the 
2.12.2 	 Onoldbuildingstraditionisthe governingcriteri~nand architecture of the building. The shopht  and ground 

thecolour for walls, detailing and timbefwork, should flowdesigns M dcomplementthemst ofthe building 
becontrolledby the pe id  style of the architecture. On and enhance the total street scene. 
new buildings colour schemes should harmonise witb 
theimmedhtesurroun~ 

2.12.3 	 As a general rule,window frames, glazingbars and door 

frames, are best painted white or a near white colour. 

S ~ c o l o u r s d d b e u s e d f o r d m s a n d o t b e t ~  

but considerablecare should be takenwith their choice. 

Experience has shown that pastel shades are normally 

most effective mwah. 


SHOPFROWS 
3.1 	 C a r n l ~ s C o m m e r c i a l C e r t t r e L b m e d ~ y o n  


the Harbour R a d X g h  S- a 


3.2 	 Within the vilhge the a~pearauceof shopfronts is a 

sigmificaut element in the impression made onvisitom. 

Their desigu must be considered within the context of 

the characterand style of the building into which it is to 

be fitted, and alsowithin the context ofthe area within 

which it is located. 




3.5.1 The fasciamay be too large or inappropriate. This may 
obscureor detractfrom h t  floorwindows andpilasters. 
I f  too Iarge, &e fascia may appear to extend over the 
building and dominate it instead of being contained 
witbin it, Wofavisualbreak kingcreatedbetween 
the ground and upper floors, ground floor treaiment 
should complement and be contained within the 
archijectural design of the totat building and its 
surroundings. 

3.5.2 The fasciadepthshould natexceed t5%oftheshopfront 
heigbt, and the top of the fascia should approximate to 
first floor level. An adequate gap should be retained 
between the topofthe fascia andfirst floorwindow ~31s. 

3.5.3 Thef$schshwldgivea~ingef ' fecttothes~pe 3.5.4 

and blend with adjoining kcias.  It should be in scale 
with the budding of wbich it is part. 

a-

-- "'l 

An important consideration fur successful shopfront 
designandsignageishowmaterials, surfacesandcdours 
complement rather than detract from the rest of the 
buildiug. Thenumberand typeofmaterials(andcolours) 
used are best kept to a minimum. The use of plastics, 
polished dumiuiumand &&&ss steels are usudly out 
ofplacein an hideenvironmentand shouldbe avoided 
and the use of ceramic tiles will m l y  be appropriate. 
Where metal frames arerequired theyshouldbe coated 
in an appropriatedark coIour. Tmber(W- ispainted 
rather than stained or varnished) remains the most 
appropriate material for shopfront frames. As in the 
totality of the design, adequate detailing is particuIarly 
important if a shoddy or contrived appearance is to be 
avoided Plastermouldings, embossedpilasters,caved 
mullions, quoins and other detailscangive animpmsion 
ofqualityand authenticity. S W - shouldbe provided 

An ~~ceIIentexample of'anArt Noveuuf a d e  or retained. 
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Large expanses of undivided glass are normally 
inappropriate. This canbe avoidedbytheuseofmullions 
or glazingbars which help retain the vertical emphasis 
of the buildings. 

A successful shupfrontwilInot dominatethe &eet scene 
but will be in scale with the parent building and its 
environment. Where a shop embracestwo or more plot 
widths the identity of each buildmg elevationshould be 
respected. This can be achieved by a change in fascia 
detail or by using separate but intmlatsd shophnts. 
The v i s d  continuity of ownershipcan be achieved by 
the c duseofthe same fascia andsignage(including 
lettering). Ideally anew shopfront should not be carried 
uniformlyacross the hntage of two or more buildings 
asthis leadsto conf2ict betweenthe horizontal emphasis 
ofthe ground floor with the verticd emphasis of upper 
floors, 

Shopfrontsandfascias shouldexpress,andnot obscure, 
the structural elements of an existing good facade. 

Thenew shopfront should complement and not ignore 
the existing elevation in terms of materials used and 
colour. 

The shopfront and the building within which it is 
containedshouldbe consided asasinglecomposition. 
Tt shouldnotbeadominatingintluencein thestreet scene 
but should look g o d  in its own buildingand in relation 
to its neighbours. 

3.6.4 	 The fascia should be contained within the elevational 
detail ofthe parent building* 

3.6.5 	 The fascia shouldnot obscure first floorwindows, sills 
or string course detailing. It should be of suitable 
proportions and positioned to help create a visually 
balanced elevation. 

3.6.6 	 The structuralelementsandproportimoftheelevation 
should becaied through to thegroundflmrtom h h h e  
potential conflict between the p u a d  and upper floor 
elevation. 



The colour,pattern, profile and textureofthe materials 
usedshouldbecarefullyconsidered. The use ofmodern 
plasticswhich arebrightly colaUC6dor highlyreflective 
or have strong moulded profiles out of character with 
hditional materials are unsuitable and as such should 
be avoided. The useoftibsandmosaics as claddingdo 
not generally fit with traditional m a t e d  and as such 
should also be avoided. 

If secwilyshuttersareconsiderednecessarythey should 
be Mce type or colander p e r f o d  to allow light to 
pass through. Security shutters should be coloured to 
blend in orform aharmoniouscontrastto the shopfacade 
by us@g an appropriate matt, semi-matt, or glossy 
metallicbasedpaint. Shutterboxes shouldbeconcealed 
within the building facade and guide rails recessed into 
the reveals of the shop window and pilasters. 

Dutch canopies and awnings as permanent features 
detmct from the street scene and will not generally be 
allowedin the COmemiionArea. -table sunshades 
which are an integral part of the fasciawhen cIosedwill 
be allowed. Whenusedthey should fit betweenand not 
overthepilastersandpreferably''spring''from the Iower 
edge of the fascia. 

R m d e d  facades will oRen be enhanced if distinctive 
architechd features(quoins, plastermouldingsetc) are 
highlightedin acontrastingcoIour, or a d e e p  shade of 
the main elevation colour, While adjoining buildings 
may havevarious orchanging colours,it is important to 
ensure that the colours used blend together to form one 
composition rather than using colours which clash. 
Experience bas shown that pastel shades are frequently 
most effective in &is context. 

3,611 Burglar and firedams, aIthough necessary, should be 
discreetly sited and coloured to harmonise with the 
shopfint. They should not be an advertisingmsdium 
for the supplier. 

3.6.12 	 Provisionshouldbemadeinthe design to provide access 
for the disabled. The removal of steps at the entrance is 
the most obvious point in this regard. Ideally new level 
changes should be accommdkd withinbuildingsbut 
if external access ramps are needed these should be 

. c a d d y  dcsigued to respectthecharacterofthebuilding. 

Element8 of a Traditional mop h n t  

D-
&mice 
Fhscia 
W g ht 
Paaded &or 
BkU&er 
m 
MulGion 
Pilaster and C b x M  
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Shepamd Fascia S i p s  

3.7.1 	 The propohonof a signmust relate to the elevation on 
which it is mounted. If a sign is too large its visual 
dominance will disturb and conflict with the elevation 
of the building and the relationshipof that building and 
its neighbours. Projecting box signs disrupt this 
relationshipbetweensignandelevation,andassuch are 
unaccqtabIe. 

3.7.2 	 The amountof informationcontainedon a sign, andthe 
number of advertisements on a building should be 
carefullycoosidered so that visualclutterandconfusion 
is avoided. (Generally only the name, trade and street 
n u b e r  shouldbe on the fasciasign.) 

3.7.3 	 The amount md type of illumination is increasingly 
being recognised as a major factor in successM sign 
design. Internally illuminated, or halo lit signs are 
unacceptable, while wash lighting is welcomed. 
Backlighting of free standing letters can be effectivein 
certain circumstances, see 3.7.6. Illumination by 
individual small spotlights (which are shielded and 
correctly directed) is acceptable provided the level of 
illwhation isnotexcessive. Large swanneck coloured 
projectinglamps orotherlamps onlong projectingarms 
tend to be unacceptable. 

3.7.4 	 The useofprojectinghandpaintedhaagings i pbelow 
first floor window level will be encouraged. The 
dimensions of such signs (and indeed projecting signs) 
shouldbeappmpiatetothe totalelevationand the d d s  
ontheshopfrontageandassuchdasonecomposition. 

3-7.5 Good quaIity hand painted signs are preferred as t h e  
reflectthe historicenvironmentwithinthe Conservation 
Area. individual lettering, appropriately coloured, 
applied directly to the fascia, against a complementing 
coloured background, will be acceptable in most 
locations. The letterformandstyle&oddbe in character 
with the period of the building and the shop W. 



I 

1.7.6 Signs on brickwork or stonework are most satisfactory 
when individual wall mounted letters of appropriate 
height, colourand type face are used. These signs can 
be most effective if backIit or wash-lit. 

3.7.13 Hoardings havea particularIydetrimental effect on the 
visual character of a Conservation Area and therefore 
will not normally be acceptable. 

3.7.7 

.7.8 

Advertising signs will notnormallybepermittedabove 
the level of the bottom of firstflobr window sills. 

On upper floors,black, white or gold lettering (of 
appropriatesize) appIied directlyto the insideofwindow 
panes is particularly effectiveonanadvertisement,while 
box signs and plastic modern signs are particularly 
inappropriateon upper floors. 

3.7.f4 The Department's policy in relation to advertisements 
andsignageisdesignedto ensurethattheyareconsidered 
as an integral element of the elevation, and not an 
afterthought, and that signage design, proportion and 
materials used m appropriate and complement their 
immediate smundings and enhance the totality of the 
ConservationArea. 

3.7.9 A standard sizeand shape of nameplate at the entrance 
door of premises advertising upper floor w s  will be 
encouraged 

3.7.10 Standard House Styles and Copmate Image Signage: 
Banks, Building Societies, etc are likely to be required 
tomodify oradapt their smdard%ow&style"toensure 
that their signage respects their location within a 
Cwservatiw Area. 

3.7.11 Corporateimage signs orstandardhouse stylesare likely 
to teparticularly inappropriate w Listed Buildings. 

3.7.12 Hand painted signs on front walls or gables Inay be 
permittedin appropriatelocations butthe advertisement 
should relate to the premises m which they are applied 
and not be standard printed signs. 
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